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Women’s Division Leader Energizes 
District and Conference Officers 

 
          An overnight training event led by 

Julie Tulloch from Women‘s Division for 

all conference and district officers was held 

November 6-7 at the Wesley Woods Camp 

and Retreat Center.  On Friday evening and 

Saturday morning Julie involved the 

officers in considering what UMW is doing 

well and where there are problems.  

Following the sessions officers met by 

districts to brainstorm identification of their 

needs and ideas for future changes.  The 

charge was made to follow through with 

this new energy at the next district meetings and to plan to build on strengths 

and work on problems.  

Counterpart Training 

A two-hour session was devoted to training of district officers by 

their conference counterparts. Conference officers are always available to 

answer questions.  If they don‘t have the answer, they will try to find it. 

In the conference‘s continuing effort to save on mileage costs, a 

School of Christian Mission meeting and a Conference Executive Board 

meeting were held immediately before the training event. 

Wesley Woods Camp and Retreat Center is Expanding!  

Camp Director Ken Brown shared with the UMW participants that 

over the past 8 years Wesley Woods has grown 300 percent in campers. 

There has been great success with the "Buy a Log, Build a Faith program" 

which has replaced many of the old cabins with newer up-to-date ones.  

Though space has been added for campers to sleep, the capacity to provide 

adequate program space for worship and for meals has been exceeded.   The 

chapel, which seats 140 people, usually is filled with an excess of 230 

campers and staff during morning worship. In addition, the dining hall seats 

136 and up to 120 campers and staff members have to be seated outside under 

tents.  

With these great challenges come great responsibilities to provide 

space for the increasing numbers. A three-year plan of expanding the dining 

hall and building a brand new Worship Center/Multi-purpose Center has been 

proposed.   This will allow the camp to reach more kids and to minister to the 

ones that already come to camp. For more information, check out the Wesley 

Woods Camp website.  



òAs we journey together on 

this United Methodist Womenôs 

path , let us remember our purpose. 

We are not just keeping busy, but 

are working to make a better world 

in the name of Christ our Savior . ò 
 

 

 Conference President 
 

Looking Backward to Go Forward 
 

September and 

October were extremely 

busy as Jenny and I traveled 

to all the district meetings. 

The most challenging 

journey was the day we went 

from Traverse City to Grand 

Rapids. But, oh, what a 

blessing we received at each 

district as we joined in the 

celebrations. Each district is uniquely wonderful in 

what and how they do mission work. I felt very 

welcome wherever I went. 

My husband even traveled to 

Stevensville with me and 

helped carry in some of my 

―stuff‖ thus getting a feeling 

of what we do to prepare for 

a meeting. He also saw all 

the work the church ladies 

were doing the night before. 

Sometimes I felt like the 

Israelites might have felt 

wandering in the desert and wondering when it was 

going to end. 

The weekend before the West Michigan 

Conference Annual, I traveled to New York to 

attend a four-day Women‘s Division board meeting. 

That was hard work and long days, but again it was 

worth every minute and was an eye-opening 

experience. 

My first Conference Annual as president 

was a little nerve-racking, but with everyone 

working together it went relatively smoothly. I felt  

especially blessed by Bishop Keaton‘s installation 

service.  The attendance was a little discouraging

 but it felt just right for the Coldwater Church which 

did a super job.  Nora Meredith even brought apples 

for the attendees to have as a snack along with the 

cookies, furnished by the Conference Team, for the 

journey home. Thank You Team, Thank You Team, 

Thank You Team! 

Attendance at the Detroit Conference UMW 

Annual meeting was another great experience.  We 

learn from each other in our diversity that some 

things from their meeting we can incorporate into 

our Annual and some things that work so well for 

Detroit would not work for us. I‘m sure the same 

would be true for them. 

On the Sunday after 

Conference Annual I drove 

to Gaylord to attend the 

two-day School of the 

North. Two ladies from my 

church attended with me 

and one was a first-time 

attendee. We did UMW 

Sunday the next week at 

our church and told about 

our Sudan and Native 

American studies. A young woman who had 

attended her first School of Christian Mission this 

year stated that she plans to go again next year. 

Great! 

Now with the fall District Officers‘ Training 

Event behind us, we can look back at all our work 

in 2009 and see what went well and what we might 

want to change in 2010. ―As we journey together on 
this United Methodist Women‗s path, let us 

remember our purpose. We are not just keeping 

busy, but are working to make a better world in the 

name of Christ our Savior.  We are blessed 

 

Ruth Whaley, West Michigan Conference UMW 

President 

 

The PURPOSE of United Methodist Women 

The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose 
PURPOSE is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus 
Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission 
through participation in global ministries of the church 



 

    Save this Date: Saturday, April 17, 2010 
                           Justice for Earth Day 
 

What:  A combined Social Action Gathering for the United Methodist Women of the 

Detroit and West Michigan Conferences and the 8th Annual Keep Making Peace Day 

Co-sponsored by the West Michigan Conference and Detroit Conference Boards of 

Church and Society 
 

Who:  Featuring Esmeralda Brown, executive secretary for Global 

Justice, Women‘s Division, General Board of Global Ministries 
 

Where: Lansing Central United Methodist Church.   
 
When:  Saturday, April 17, 2010, 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

 

 

Program Planning 
 

Well here it is..... finally 

all the District Annual meetings 

are finished, the Conference 

Annual is finished and hopefully 

all the evaluations have been 

looked at and the results 

compiled so planning can begin for 

2010. 

 The Program Book  
I was thinking about our plans as a 

conference team for the 2010 meeting 

and began thinking about our local units 

and their needs. It sometimes feels that 

the same persons are always doing the 

program or devotions for our unit 

meetings. As United Methodist Women 

we are so blessed to have a Program 

Book that is put together by Women‘s Division 

each year. The programs in this resource are easy to 

follow and usually need the help of two or more to 

read different parts. I know that it is easier to get 

helpers than be the responsible party. There are also 

worship center ideas with most 

programs. There are programs for the different 

seasons of the year as well as a pledge service and a 

programs for Thank Offering and Prayer and Self 

Denial. The cost is $7 and you get 11 
programs already planned out. What a great 
bargain!!!

The Reading Program 
The UMW Reading program also 

is a good resource for programs. 

At least one selection each year 

is formatted for a group study. I 

have read four of the selections 

for 2010 and have been blessed by each 

of them. To save money, use your local 

library to reserve the books if you want 

to read one or more and give a short 

book review as a program. My unit 

counts on my love of reading and 

expects that I will do a program on some 

of the selections for our January 

meetings.  

Mission Studies 
  The three mission studies that 

are presented each year at School of Christian 

Mission provide an excellent resource for programs. 

The Food and Faith book is formatted in such a way 

that doing a 3-6 week Bible study could be easily 

put together. Your conference officers and many 

district officers attended School of Christian 

Mission and one of them could also be a good 

resource person to help lead these studies.  

Start planning and put us to work by calling us to 

visit or to do a program for your unit. 
 

Jenny Kroeze 
West Michigan Conference UMW Vice President 



Christmas Blessings, Sisters
 

I have just started reading Bless This Food: 

ancient and& contemporary graces from around the 

world by Adrian Butash. Inside this book, the 

prayers and blessings represent many different 

cultures, religions, and belief systems, both 

contemporary and from the very distant past. 

Moreover, not only has the author included some 

very intriguing pieces but each 

entry includes a little blurb 

stating the history and 

explaining a little about the 

cultural reference of the work. 

It looks like a good selection 

and is on the spiritual growth 

list for the UMW reading 

program! 

In the introduction, 

Butash says,‖ Sharing food is 

the most universal cultural 

experience. Expressing thanks 

for food was humankind‘s first 

act of worship, for food is the 

gift of life from above. In every 

culture there are sacred beliefs or divine 

commandments that require honoring the giver of 

life -- God or the divine principle – through 

acknowledging the sacred gift of food. By admitting 

us to his table, God became bound to us in a unique 

relationship. By admitting God to our table we 

experience the love and beauty of that relationship.

 

 ―Who‘s at the Table‖ has been our theme 

this year. Hopefully the circle of those who are 

welcome at our table has become much larger! 

Whose table will you be at this Christmas? Or, who 

will be at yours? 

Often we can reach out in love to feed others 

through food drives, food pantries, soup kitchens, 

etc.  By taking cookies, a 

casserole or other gift of food 

to friends and neighbors, we 

can share our bounty or our 

little. When we give to our 

UMW or UMC missions we 

help to feed the hungry 

throughout the world. 

As you share this 

Christmas season, don‘t forget 

to thank our Provider.  

Whether you sit at a table 

alone or with many, I pray that 

Christ is welcome to share the 

table with you.  

Merry Christmas and a 

Blessed New Year to each of you! 
 

In His Love, 
 

Bonnie Worley 
Mission Coordinator for Spiritual Growth

 

 

United Methodist Community House in Grand Rapids is leaking! 

 

That is the roof is leaking and 

has been for some time. 

           As West Michigan United 

Methodist Women are the owners of the 

building, the conference team sees it as 

our responsibility to do some 

maintenance to keep the building from 

deteriorating. Therefore we are 

launching a campaign to raise money for 

the purpose of fixing the roof. The cost 

of replacing the roof is estimated at 

$50,000.  

This year we will have the roof patched but 

we will need to replace the roof in the near future. 

We are asking for any help you can give 

towards this project.  Please send 

contributions to our West Michigan 

Conference Treasurer, Linda Luce, rather 

than directly to Community House. Your 

assistance will be greatly appreciated. 

 

 Ruth Whaley 
 West Michigan Conference UMW 

President 

 

At the Table 
Our Almighty God above 

Please look down on us with love. 

Be present as this food we share 

Bless our neighbors everywhere. 

May no one go without this day 

Please keep them safe in every way. 

With grateful hearts we turn to you 

And thank you Lord for all you do. 

Amen  



In God We Trust
 

The polls indicate 

that a vast majority of 

Americans want "In God 

We Trust" on our coins and 

bills and that we continue to 

say in our Pledge of 

Allegiance, "one nation, 

under God".  

     I have pondered the 

"rage" stirred up, when there 

is talk about removing 

"God" from these.  This is 

what I ponder. 
 

Can God trust us?      
If we feel so strongly that we are "one nation, 

under God" and "In God We Trust", can God trust 

us?  Can God trust us to care for the 

environment of His good earth and all the creatures in 

it?  Can God trust us to share our resources 

individually and as a nation?  Can God trust us to live 

with basic integrity, to be honest with family, friends, 

in business and in all of our daily living?  Can God 

trust us to treat family and all people with kindness, 

caring and love?  As God "gives us this day our daily 

bread", can he trust us to eat enough and not too 

much, and to share what is more than we need?  

 

Our country is struggling with health care 

reform, to provide insurance for everyone; The 

Bible is clear that we are to help the sick.  We are 

not very willing to make the changes and give the 

effort to protect our environment.  Our country and 

world have so many people who are poor and 

hungry; the New Testament has 170 references to 

help the poor (according to Nove's Topical Bible). 

 The Bible has many references about 

welcoming the stranger, the sojourner, but we build 

a wall on our southern border and do not want to 

open our minds and hearts to immigration reform.  

We fill jails and prisons, without doing much 

rehabilitation.  We decrease the monies for public 

education, with fewer programs to help kids feel 

connected to the educational process, and 

wonder why more people are getting into the 

"pipeline to prison".  

     Yes, I ponder why "In God We Trust" is so 

important to many people without a willingness to 

do our part for the Kingdom of God to be here and 

now.  

Clarice J. McKenzie 
West Michigan Conference UMW 

Mission Coordinator for Social Action 

 
A Time for Prayer

 

World leaders are gathering in Copenhagen, 

Denmark, December 7-18, 2009 to work on 

agreements to stabilize carbon emissions triggering 

global climate change.  This is the follow-up to the 

Kyoto Conference in 1997. 

  United Methodist Women are sending a 

delegation of four people as non-governmental 

consultant/observers. 

James Hanson, noted climatologist for 

NASA, encourages an atmospheric carbon level of 

350 parts per million.  With atmospheric carbon 

levels now at 387 ppm, we already see melting of the 

ice cap which poses a threat to island nations, acute 

water shortages in arid regions resulting in food 

shortages, record rainfall and flooding in northern 

England, increase in heat related diseases, increase 

in wild fires, and other weather related problems.

 

As people of faith, may we join in daily 

prayer for our U.S. and world leaders, working on 

the challenges of climate change from carbon 

emissions and pollutants.  May we pray for doing 

our part as individuals, as a church, as a country, as 

people living in this world that God created, that all 

of His children may share in the abundance of His 

creation.   
 

Clarice J. McKenzie 



A Celebration to Cherish! 
The verdict is in!  The 37th 

Annual Meeting of the West Michigan 

Conference United Methodist 

Women held October 17 at Coldwater 

United Methodist Church was truly a 

celebration.  From the enthusiastic music 

leadership of Beth Mitchell and pianist 

Marna Jeffery, the musical rendering of 

The Wedding Banquet (The Parable Of 

The Wedding Banquet from Matthew 

22:1-14) by Rev. Glenn and Dorie 

Litchfield, to special music of frequent volunteers 

with the needy, mother and daughter team Kathleen 

Farrand and Michelle Marcus of Coldwater UMC, 

the tone was set for a truly inspirational day. 

The featured speaker, Rev. Jane Lippert of 

Traverse Bay United Methodist Church, developed 

the theme of "Who's at the Table," by a challenge to 

invite our enemies to the table and into dialogue, 

thereby becoming peacemakers.  Citing Matthew, 

John, Nietzsche, John Wesley and St. Francis, she 

embroidered her remarks with ageless wisdom and 

told us that praying for our enemy is a serious 

attempt to see them from God's point of 

view.  She also instructed that loving our 

enemy "violates common sense and points to 

the kingdom of God."  Such words were a 

great inspiration to those present.  

Continuing the theme of ―Who‘s at 

the Table‖ members mingled throughout the 

day  at the welcoming refreshment table, the 

mission display tables, the program resource 

tables, the lunch tables and the communion 

table.  Achievements were recognized, those 

who passed away since the last meeting were 

memorialized and business was conducted.  New 

officers were installed and sent forth in a moving 

ceremony led by Bishop Keaton. This celebration 

once again demonstrated that United Methodist 

Women are a community of women whose purpose 

is to know God and experience freedom as whole 

persons through Jesus Christ.  
 

Pat Mentzer, Communications Coordinator 

Susan Franklin, Conference UMW Secretary 

 

 

Continuing on a great journey! 
 

This is the last Highlights I will be editing.  I 

thank God and the wonderful members of United 

Methodist Women for the opportunity to learn and to 

tell the stories of UMW.  Your new communications 

coordinator for West Michigan Conference UMW 

will be Linda Darrow.  She served many years as 

communications coordinator for 

Heartland (Central) District‘s 

newsletter, the Dove, and comes 

well-qualified for her new 

position.  I will be continuing on 

the conference team as a member 

of the nominations committee. 

Words cannot express the gratitude I have for 

the chance to serve first on the Lansing District Team 

and then for the past four years on the West Michigan 

Conference Team.  It was only when I started 

attending district, conference, jurisdiction and 

national UMW events that I could begin to 

comprehend the tremendous impact on the world that 

we are making. I encourage you to consider being a 

unit, district or conference officer.  Each of us has 

our unique gifts and you too have a gift to offer.   

Don‘t hide your talents under a basket.  Share them 

with others and you will be rewarded as well as 

helping our organization.   

For the year 2011 the West Michigan 

Conference UMW will have openings for a secretary. 

treasurer, mission coordinator for spiritual growth, 

and mission coordinator for membership nurture and 

outreach.  Presently a historian is 

needed.  Are you the person for one of 

these positions?  Think and pray about 

this. The benefits far outweigh the 

responsibilities.  Contact your district 

president or Adele Paxson, Chair of the 

Conference Nominations Team for a 

Talent Bank Form to fill out for consideration for 

upcoming district and conference leadership 

openings. 
 

Pat Mentzer 
pat_mentzer@yahoo.com     517-676-4232 

2009 Communications Coordinator 

2010 Nominating Committee Member 

West Michigan Conference UMW 

 



Sharing Food: 
 Christian Practices for Enjoyment 

 If I were teaching the study Food and Faith, I 

would require the reading of Sharing Food: Christian 

Practices for Enjoyment by L. Shannon Jung.  It is a 

wonderful resource, a book I‘ll read several times.  

I‘m glad I bought my own copy, as I have marked it 

up as I put it to use.  Noting the chapter titles gives but 

a taste of the menu: 

1. Practicing Eating 

2. Saying Grace at the Labna 

3. Sharing and Hospitality 

4. Feasting and Community 

5. Preparing Food: The Forgotten Practice 

6. Fasting for Life 

7. Honoring the Body 

8. The Master Practice of the Lord‘s Supper 

9. Living with Jouissance: Local and Global 

Action 

There is, as well, a marvelous bibliography and lists 

of electronic resources. You‘ll get quite a ―bang for 

the buck!‖ 

Stolen Harvest  
Check your UMW library for this book from 

the 2002 reading list.  It is subtitled ―The Hijacking of 

the Global Food Supply.‖  Again, my copy is all 

marked up!

Chapter titles: 

1. The Hijacking of the Global Food Supply 

2. Soy Imperialism and the Destruction of Local 

Food Cultures 

3. The Stolen Harvest under the Sea 

4. Mad Cows and Sacred Cows 

5. The Stolen Harvest of Seeds 

6. Genetic Engineering and Food Security 

7. Reclaiming Food Democracy 

       The author, Vandana Shiva, is winner of the 

Alternative Nobel Peace Prize in 1993.   

Grace at the Table: 
 Ending Hunger in God's World 

The founder and the president of Bread for the 

World collaborated on another book from our 2002 

list, Grace at the Table.  Organized in a question and 

answer format, it is good-humored enough to make a 

book about such a serious subject a pleasant and 

inspiring read. 

The 2010 reading list is online at the e-store at 

www.missionresourcecenter.org  and also in the 

UMW News. 

Let me know if I can help in any way. 
 

Ruth Jones                                                                
Secretary of Program Resources 

 231-645-1761 or 231-421-3500 

 

 

Conference Dates to Remember 
 

December 21, 2009:           Deadline for Conference Scholarship Applications for 2010 Assembly 
 
April 1, 2010:                       Last date to accept subscriptions for March Highlights. 
 
April 17, 2010:                    Justice for Earth Day  
 
April 29-May 2, 2010 UMW Assembly  St. Louis, Missouri 
 

March, June, September, and December:  Highlights published 
 
 

 



A mixtec music powerhouse, a 
former U.S. Surgeon General, 

a renowned Gospel vocalist and 
Africaõs first female prelate. 
Just a few of the amazing 
women you will see at Assembly 
2010!  
 

See you in St. Louis!
 

Assembly 2010, taking place in St. Louis, 

Mo., April 30 -May 2, 2010 will celebrate women 

of faith and the mission work of women, children 

and youth in more than 80 countries. 

 Inspired by faith and activated by justice, 

Assembly 2010 is a movement of women from all 

walks of life who come together as one body to 

worship, fellowship with each other, and also to

 

address and act upon issues affecting women, 

children and youth. The Assembly theme of  

ñFaith Ŀ Hope Ŀ Love in Actionò solidifies this 

gathering into a movement for all women of faith. 

 This event is hosted by one of the largest and most 

diverse groups of women of faith from the largest 

denominational faith organization for women, 

United Methodist Women 

 

 

ow! Look for these amazing women at Assembly 2010! 
 
 

 

 

 

 CeCe Winans is a multi-

Grammy winning American 

Gospel singer. In 20 years she 

has released eight solo albums 

and nine albums with her 

brother as duo BeBe and CeCe 

Winans. 

Broadcast journalist 

Judy Woodruff  has covered 

politics and other news for more 

than three decades at CNN, 

NBC and PBS. Most recently, 

she serves as a senior correspondent for ―The 

NewsHour with Jim Lehrer‖ and anchors a monthly 

program for Bloomberg Television, ―Conversations 

with Judy Woodruff.‖  

Elected as the first female United Methodist 

Bishop in Africa in 2008, Bishop Joaquina Nhanala 

has coordinated women‘s projects for the Mozambique 

church and led a World Relief HIV/AIDS program 

designed to mobilize churches for education and 

advocacy in Mozambique‘s three southern provinces. 

A beneficiary of a United Methodist Women 

scholarship for her studies, Bishop Nhanala now 

presides over the Mozambique Episcopal Area 

covering Mozambique South Annual Conference and 

South Africa Provisional Annual Conference. 

 

Mixtec music powerhouse Lila Downs and 

former U.S. Surgeon General Dr. M. Jocelyn Elders 

are on a growing list of women leaders in their fields 

stated to address plenaries and ―town halls‖ at United 

Methodist Women‘s ―Faith • Hope • Love in Action‖ 

quadrennial Assembly, April 30-May 2, 2010 in St. 

Louis, Mo. 

  United Methodist 

Native American Anita 

Phillips will also address the 

Assembly audience, as will a 

more recent addition to 

justice activism, Erica L.  

Williams,  deputy director of 

Campus Progress, a project of 

the Center for American 

Progress. 

 Registration 
Information    

Don‘t miss out on this fantastic opportunity to 

participate with fellow UMW members at this one of a 

kind event.  Registration information can be found at 

www.umwmission.org. Over 60 workshops will be 

offered in a variety of areas; you can pre-register for 

two. If you registered early the information on 

workshops was not available but you can make your 

selection now. Contact Ruth Whaley, Conference 

President, for information on 

transportation. 

 

 

 

 

W 



UMW in Action 

Climate 'Witness' at U.S. Capitol 
UMW, denominationôs social justice agency among sponsors 

By Wayne Rhodes, Editor, Faith in Action 
 

WASHINGTON, D.C. —United 

Methodist Women (UMW) and the General 

Board of Church & Society were among 

sponsors of a ―climate witness‖ on the east 

lawn of the U.S. Capitol here November 5. 

The witness, coordinated by Church World 

Service, preceded visits with U.S. Senators to 

urge them to support climate change 

legislation that ensures vulnerable 

communities can thrive. 

Greenhouse gas emissions targets 
The witness was intended to send a 

message to the Senate‘s Environment & 

Public Works Committee (EPW), which has been 

grappling with a ―Clean Energy‖ bill. Just prior to the 

rally on a 10-1 vote, EPW voted in favor of a bill seeking 

a 20% cut in greenhouse gas emissions by 2020. The vote 

involved all Democrats with Sen. Max Baucus of Montana 

the lone dissenter. No republicans were present.  

Participants in the witness said decisive U.S. 

action now is a moral and ethical imperative. Speakers 

also pressed for scientifically based, binding global 

emissions targets, and for the United States to commit to a 

fair share of adaptation funding. 

Justice issue 

All speakers at the event described 

climate change as a justice issue in which the 

world's poorest are those who contribute least to 

the problem, but are suffering most from its 

effects.  

Harriet Olson, deputy general secretary 

of the General Board of Global Ministries‘ 

Women‘s Division, said that since 1869 UMW 

has acted instead of waiting for someone else to 

act. ―We are concerned that women and 

children are disproportionately affected by 

climate change,‖ she said. ―We stand here 

today to ensure that multilateral approaches are taken 

where all are heard. We stand not waiting for someone 

else to stand. We speak for care of creation and 

solidarity with the most vulnerable. 

We need to act now. 
Olson said UMW stands in the Methodist 

tradition. She pointed out that the day before the witness, 

the Council of Bishops had issued a statement calling for 

care of the environment. ―We need to speak now. We 

need to stand now,‖ she said. ―We need to act now.‖ 

 
 
 

United Methodist Women 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ 
 

Climate Change  
Over the last few months I have been busy with two areas in 

which the Women's Division is seeking information and formulating 

implementation opportunities.  I was able to attend the Climate 

Change Event in Washington D.C. in the spring and I have been 

researching what local communities are doing to address the effect 

climate change has on their communities. Communities are pulling 

together and utilizing the resources of their local colleges and 

universities as well as governmental agencies to assess the immediate 

and future needs they will have to address, such as: 

¶ Storm water runoff 

¶ Crop production 

¶ Effects of weather change on Mid-Africa, the Pacific Islands 

and other areas 

¶ Alternative fuels, mass transit, car-pooling 

I invite you to be a part of the grassroots movement of women 

who are becoming the leaders needed to help our communities tackle 

this issue. You can be that catalyst. West Michigan Environmental 

Action Council is one great resource for you.....check it out on the 

internet! 

 

Health Reform 
    The second area of focus for me has been health 

care reform.  It is important for us to not lose sight 

of how fair and accessible health care is an essential 

need in our community. Low income women and 

children are usually the ones who are not receiving 

the adequate health care they need, especially 

preventative.  As they age and their health concerns 

worsen, their financial resources are tapped in 

health care expenses.  We need to invent a new 

"wheel" that provides for all people at a fair and 

equal rate. Women's Division is working hard to get 

the information out to local women and to hear 

from them about their concerns..That means you! 

Share with us your concerns so we can help work 

towards a solution. 

 

Nichea Ver Veer Guy   

Women's Division Director 

General Board of Global Ministries 

Harriet Olson, deputy general 
ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ D.DaΣ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
Division 



Membership Counts Initiative on Hold!
 

 
District Presidents 
Membership, Nurture and Outreach 
Coordinators 
 
More information at 2010 Assembly 

It was brought to the attention of all 

conferences that the Membership Counts Initiative 

has been put on hold until a restructure is 

announced at Assembly in April, 2010.  However, 

many of the conferences already have a visitation 

program well underway and plan to continue. 

 

Keep on doing what you are doing  
Therefore, it is suggested that you keep a 

record of any visitation that you have already 

completed with all of the details of your visit.  

There are forms in the packet that you were given 

that you can copy and use.  Many of the districts  

and conferences already have ongoing 

visitation programs that they have used in the past. 

If you wish to continue with your plans for 

visitation, I 

suggest that you do so.  Anything that is new can be 

added to what you have already completed. 

  The whole idea of visitation is so important.  

Communication with local units provides support 

and encouragement and enables them to feel the 

connection with District, Conference and Women‘s 

Division. 

  Please contact me if you have questions or I 

can be of help to you.  Thank you for all that you 

do. 

  

Phyllis Jackson 
North Central Jurisdiction Leadership Team 

Nominations Committee 

 PHYL4959@comcast.net      616-878-1284 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Subscribe Now for 2010 Highlights! 
 

The president or contact person from each unit receives a copy of 
Highlights.  Share your copy with others in your church, unit, or 
circle by duplicating and distributing or. 
Better yet, order bundles of 5 copies of each issue to be sent 
to one address.  This is cheaper than copying and a lot less 
work!  Keep your members informed! 

 

Ç New Subscription                           ______ bundles of 5 copies @ $10 per bundle  ($.50 per copy) 

Ç Renewal Subscription                    ______ single subscription(s) @ $5  ($l.25 per copy) 
Make checks payable to West Michigan Conference United Methodist Women 
Mail this form and your check for $______________ to:  Linda Luce, Treasurer  
                                                                                         104 North Fiske Road, Coldwater, MI  49036  
           517-278-8443 
Mailing Information for Individual or Bundle Orders 
Name: __________________________________Address__________________________________ 
City________________________________State__________ Zip Code_______________________ 
Telephone: ___________________ E-mail______________________________________________ 
District_______________________________LocaUnit/Church_______________________________ 
 

If bundles are being sent to a church above, also enclose following information: 
Contact person_________________________E-mail_________________Telephone_____________ 
 

Order before January 15 to insure March newsletter delivery! 



 

inds in the Making.... 

                young women on our university campuses 

  

   

Michigan State University Wesley Foundation 
First Annual United Methodist Women Christmas Tea 

 

A chance to connect with our youth 
The MSU Wesley Foundation is sponsoring a Candlelight Christmas Tea on 

Thursday, December 17, 2009, at 6 p.m. at 1118 South Harrison Road, East 

Lansing, Michigan. The evening will include a wonderful light meal paired 

with entertainment. The opportunity to chat about holiday seasons, past and 

present, will make this evening unforgettable.  Local units have already signed up 

to sponsor  tables at $200 for a table of eight or $25 per person.   

  Proceeds from the benefit will assist the Lansing Rescue Mission and MSU Wesley Foundation. For 

more information or to see if there are any openings leftfor the tea, contact Garrett Reinig (reinigga@msu.edu ) 

or Tim Tuthill (tuthill@msu.edu)  517-332-0861  

 

A Wesley Foundation is a United Methodist campus ministry sponsored in full or in part 

(depending on the congregation) by the United Methodist Church on a non-church owned and 

operated campus. Wesley Foundations claim ancestry in the founding "Holy Club" of the 

Methodist movement, a group of students at Oxford University guided by Wesley in 

"methodical" (hence "Methodist") study, prayer, and self-discipline. Wesley Foundations in 

Michigan are located at Michigan State University, East Lansing; University of Michigan, Ann 

Arbor; Central Michigan University, Mt. Pleasant; Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo; and 

Ferris State University, Big Rapids.   

 

 
 

West Michigan Conference UMW 
National Assembly 2010 Scholarships 

 

Six $215 scholarships (the amount of early 

bird registration fee) are available for women of the 

six West Michigan Conference districts for the 2010 

National Assembly. 
 

Criteria 
Á First time attendee 

Á Young woman under 25 

¶ Older woman over 50 

¶ Ethnic Minority 

¶ Based on need

 

Send letters of application to: 

President Ruth Whaley 

4682 East Cleveland Road, Ashley, MI  48806 

or email to whaleyilene@aol.com 
 

The applicant should state why she would 

like a scholarship based on the criteria listed. The 

letter should be received by the conference 

president on or before December 21, 2009.   The 

recipients of the scholarships will be determined on 

December 30, 2009.    If the chosen applicant has 

already paid the registration fee, she will be 

reimbursed for the amount paid up to the early bird 

registration fee of $215.  

M 



 

 

       

  When Charles Wesley wrote òHark the Herald Angels Singó in 1739, he had the angels 

proclaim: òGlory to the newborn King; peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners 

reconciled!ó  

        And what did Wesley think should be the consequences of that message?  

        òJoyful, all ye nations, rise.ó The Prince of Peace had come.  

        òLight and life to all he brings.ó  

        òBorn that we no more may die; born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second 

birth. Hark! The herald angels sing, Glory to the newborn King!ó  

 

        When Wesley wrote that hymn, England was going through a desperate, hopeless time. 

Unemployment, poverty, illness, alcoholism and crime were widesp read. Wesley and his brother, 

John, believed the answer for their nation was Christõs life-changing message. Changed lives 

would bring a changed nation.  
 

        Wesleyõs Christmas song rang true: òLight and life to all he brings.ó Some historians have 

written that England didnõt have a revolution (as did France) mainly because of the message the 

Wesleys preached and sang .  

 

 

 


